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Mericen Good morning Senator Slossberg, Representative Spallone, and Members
Socrof of the GAE Committee. My name is Leslie Simoes and I am the Assistant

cretary

Executive Director of The Arc of Connecticut, a 58-year-old statewide

Lori Baer

the Arc of Litchfield County advocacy organization for individuals with intellectual disabilities and
forrington their families. We have 23 local chapters that provide supports, services,
Treasurer and advocacy for individuals with intellectual disabilities throughout
Anthony Recck Connecticut.
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SARAH o S. B. No. 472 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING STATE AGENCY
Gulfford PERMISSIVE IN-STATE CONTRACTING PREFERENCES AND
Contibutions are A PILOT PROGRAM FOR JANITORIAL EMPLOYEES

tox-deduciible

S. B. No. 473 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING STATE
CONTRACTING

Both bills before you today and SB 422, An Act Concerning the
Department of Administrative Services Pilot Program, whose public
hearing was held this past Wednesday, have lines that would extend the
term of the pilot program for janitorial work for persons with disabilities
from four years to seven years, The Arc of Connect applauds these bills
and this committee to raising it.

The original intent of this pilot was to expand the program to other state
agencies. However, with the difficult fiscal position the state finds itself
in, the expansion of this important project is currently unltikely. However,
the effort to preserve the success of the pilot with an extension to 7 years
is a very good safety net to keep it intact and operating.
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This committee heard testimony this past Wednesday on SB 422, from people employed in
the pilot and the ultimate success that was realized. | will merely remind you of the value
and worth this program has added to these individuals’ lives, encourage you to keep them in
mind and vote favorably to extent this pilot program.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today.



